WELCOME

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

The community rejoices today that you have come to join in
worship and reaches to you a warm welcome into the
community of faith, no matter who you are or what you have
done. May you find God in these moments of worship and be
introduced to God through Jesus Christ, whose presence

accompanies you this very moment.
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CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP
September 13, 2026
16" Sunday after Pentecost/Season of Creation
Grandparent’s Day
25 Anniversary of 9/11 Observed

+ Those who are able are invited to stand.
UMH - United Methodist Hymnal FWS — The Faith We Sing
You are invited to respond with the Boldface responses.

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC Renee Warner
ANNOUNCEMENTS & HOSPITALITY

PRELUDE Thomas Loudin
SERVICE OF LIGHT Acolytes

The sun shines, and the world is lighted by the light of the Lord.
The moon shines with the world in its beams.

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP UMH 89
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee, v.1

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee,

God of glory, Lord of love;

hearts unfold like flowers before thee,

opening to the sun above.

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;

drive the dark of doubt away.

Giver of immortal gladness,

fill us with the light of day!

CALL TO WORSHIP Responsively
Come worship the Lord, our God. During this Season of Creation,
on the Grandparent’s Day, worship in spirit and in truth.



We worship with hearts full of joy. We worship with hearts full
of sorrow. We worship in spirit and in truth.

As we celebrate the Season of Creation, we praise God with all
creation.

We praise God with the trees in the wind; we praise God with
the fish in the sea; we praise God with all the creeping things
that creep up on the earth, even with the behemoth and
leviathan.

We lament with Mother Earth.

As even the rocks cry out, “save us,” we join the cry of
creation.

On this Grandparent’s Day, we thank God for the high calling of
being grandparents.

We worship with generations of grandparents, great-
grandparents, great-great-grandparents, and all our ancestors
of the faith who came before.

We worship with grandchildren, great-grandchildren, and
great-great grandchildren for generations yet to come.

We worship in spirit and in truth!

INVOCATION Responsively
Thanksgiving Prayer for Grandparent’s Day

For Abraham and Sarah, grandparents of Jacob and Esau, we give
you thanks, O God.

For Anna and Joachim, Jesus’ grandparents, we give you thanks,
O God.

For Samual and Mary Annesley, grandparents of John and Charles
Wesley, we give you thanks, O God.

For the grandparents of First United Methodist Church, we give
you thanks, O God.

For the grandparents who love us, we give you thanks, O God.
For grandparents fostering and adopting grandchildren, we give
you thanks, O God.



For grandparents to whom we are not related and grandparents
who love others' grandchildren, we give you thanks, O God.

For the grandparents we never knew, we give you thanks, O God.
For the grandparents among us today, we give you thanks, O God.
May they receive renewed energy for the holy calling of being
grandparents. May we put into practice all that loving
grandparents teach us.

HYMN OF PRAISE UMH 117
O God, Our Help in Ages Past

CALL TO CONFESSION Responsively
As we celebrate the Season of Creation this September, let us
confess before the Lord our God, who is Living Water.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Holy God, we thirst for your grace.

Water is the veins of our common home. It sustains the cedar and
the whale, the pasture and the city. Even our local Buckhannon
River nourishes our home, the land, and our fellow creatures. In
your well-watered garden, every drop of water is a sacred
testament to your love.

We confess that we have treated this gift as a mere commodity.
We have choked the seas with our waste and watched the warming
tides rise in judgment. We lament the cracked earth of the drought-
stricken and the salty tears of the climate refugee.

Melt our frozen hearts, O God, and let the waters of
repentance flow.

PERSONAL PRAYERS OF CONFESSION
WORDS OF ASSURANCE Unison

God our Father, who brought water from the rock, sustains us
in the desert. Christ our Lord, who is Living Water, refresh us



for the work of restoration. The Holy Spirit carries us on
currents of grace until justice rolls down like waters and
righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. Amen.

PIANO SOLO Thomas Loudin

OFFERTORY INVITATION

Glory to God, who has made a covenant with all living creatures,
and has promised never to forsake the Creation God loves, we
offer our all to the Living God.

OFFERTORY PRAYER Unison
Ever-giving God, with gratitude, and generosity we bring these
our gifts: tongues and time, bread and wine, our commitment
and ourselves to be transformed by your love and your grace.
Give us joy in our giving, wisdom in our spending, and your
peace in our hearts. Amen.

DOXOLOGY UMH 94

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all
creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source
of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! Praise
the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

WIGGLETIME Renee Warner

CHORAL CALL TO PRAYER FWS 2191
Eternal Father, Strong to Save, v.1 & 4

1. Eternal Father, strong to save,
whose arm has bound the restless wave,
who bid the mighty ocean deep
its own appointed limits keep:
O hear us when we cry to thee
for those in peril on the sea.



4. O Trinity of love and power,
all travelers guard in danger's hour;
from rock and tempest, fire and foe,
protect them wheresoe'er they go;
thus evermore shall rise to thee
glad praise from air and land and sea.

CALL TO PRAYER

On September 11, 2001, terrorists attacked the United States of
America. As before 9/11, the people of this planet have continued
to experience terrorism, war, and violence, too often done in the
name of religion that is twisted to something unrecognizable to the
faith traditions that they claim. As we commemorate this 9/11, we
pray for time when we shall “study war no more” and peace shall
reign.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As we commemorate the 25th to anniversary of 9/11, let us offer a
moment of silence for the people who lost their lives in New York
City, Washington D.C., and Somerset, Pennsylvania.

Silence

For the friends and family who they left behind.

Silence

For all who volunteered wake of the disaster.

Silence

For the people who have since died from illness due to the disaster.
Silence

For all who died in the wars to follow and the families who grieve
them.

Silence

For first responders who continue to put their lives on the line for
the safety of others.

Silence

Lord hear our prayers that we may “study war no more.”



LORD’S PRAYER Unison

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

ANTHEM Chancel Choir
Eva Atha, Director

SERMON Rev. Cyril Johnston
Matthew 11: 25-30

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH FOR THE SEASON OF CREATION
God’s mercy flows like living water.
The love of God, incarnate in Jesus
who spoke to troubled waters,
forgives us and calms our hearts
so that justice may flow to all the dry places
in our lives.
In the name of Christ, may this grace free us
to follow and proclaim the good news
of the healing of all creation.
HYMN OF DEDICATION (INVITATION) THM 117
I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say

SERVICE OF LIGHT Acolytes
By the light of the Wisdom of God, we have been illuminated. The
whole creation is lighted from on high.

BENEDICTION
May God’s grace flow like living water



to nourish us and hydrate our souls
as we go forth to do justice, offer mercy,
and share God’s love with our families,
our neighbors, and all of God’s creation.
Go in peace. Amen.

POSTLUDE Dan Martin

...and the worship continues.
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