WELCOME

First United Methodist Church
OCTOBER 04, 2026

The community rejoices today that you have
come to join in worship on World Communion
Sunday and reaches to you a warm welcome
into the community of faith, no matter who you
are or what you have done. May you find God in
these moments of worship and be introduced to

God through Jesus Christ, whose presence

accompanies you this very moment.




CELEBRATION OF WORSHIP
October 4, 2026
19 Sunday after Pentecost/ World Communion Sunday

+ Those who are able are invited to stand.
UMH - United Methodist Hymnal FWS — The Faith We Sing
You are invited to respond with the Boldface responses.

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC Renee Warner

ANNOUNCEMENTS & HOSPITALITY

PRELUDE Dan Martin

SERVICE OF LIGHT Acolytes

I am the lamp, and Jesus is the light. [ am the candle, and Jesus is
the flame.

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP UMH 624

Bread of the World, v. 1

Bread of the world in mercy broken, wine of the soul in mercy
shed, by whom the words of life were spoken, and in whose
death our sins are dead:

CALL TO WORSHIP from “I Come with Joy”
I come with joy to meet my Lord, forgiven, loved, and free, in
awe and wonder to recall his life laid down for me.

Joyful, joyful, we adore thee.

I come with Christ’s family far and near to find as all are fed,
the new community of love in Christ’s communion bread.
Joyful, joyful, we adore thee.

INVOCATION Unison
adapted from “The Day Thou Gavest, Lord, Is Ended”



As over each continent and island the dawn leads on another day,
the voice of prayer is never silent.

The sun that bids us rest is waking our brothers, and sisters, and
siblings beneath the western sky, and hour by hour fresh lips are
making your wondrous words heard on high.

So be it, Lord; your throne shall never, like earth’s proud
empires, pass away. Your kingdom stands and grows forever, till
all your creatures praise together your holy name.

HYMN OF PRAISE UMH 157
Jesus Shall Reign

CALL TO CONFESSION

Fear is a gift from God to protect us from harm. Fear of the Lord is
not to be afraid, but to celebrate and awe God’s power of divine
love.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Responsively
Lord, I deny the fear I feel, and it overwhelms me.

Lord, you are truth. Cast out all fear.

Lord, I fear the darkness and what I do not know.

Lord, you are in the darkness. Bring your light.

Lord, I fear the light and what I see before me.

Lord, you are the light. Shine on me.

Lord, I fear even you and your great gifts.

Love Divine, you make me worthy to receive even your divine
presence. Cast out all fear.

PERSONAL PRAYERS OF CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE Responsively
Christ is the light of the world! Shine in my heart, dear Jesus!

RESPONSE UMH 599
Break Thou the Bread of Life, v. 2



Bless thou the truth, dear Lord, to me, to me, as thou didst
bless the bread by Galilee; then shall all bondage cease, all
fetters fall; and I shall find my peace, my all in all.

OFFERTORY INVITATION Responsively

Just as God offers God’s own self to us, may we offer our own
self to God.

Just as God offers us God’s great love, may we love in return.
Just as offers us saving grace, may we receive.

OFFERTORY PRAYER Unison

Ever-giving God, you give to us your very self, yet we give to
our own indulgences. As you give yourself to us, may we
receive you, and in receiving, may we transform into your
likeness so that our generosity becomes even greater than our
indulgence once was. Amen.

DOXOLOGY UMH 94

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all
creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise God, the source
of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! Praise
the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

WIGGLETIME

CHORAL CALL TO PRAYER FWS 2086
Open Our Eyes, v. 2

Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus, to reach out and
touch him, and say that we love him. Open our ears, Lord, and
help us to listen. Open our eyes, Lord, we want to see Jesus.

CALL TO PRAYER

Oracion, Maombi, Prayer lifted to you in every language.
Elogio, Sifa, Praise given to you by every tongue.
Esperanza, Tumaini, Hope given by you to everyone.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Responsively



adapted from Wounded World that Cries for Healing

The wounded world cries for healing.

Here we hold each other's pain

Wounded systems that are bruised and bleeding bear the load and
the scars of strain. Dollars ration out compassion, and hard
decisions rule the day.

Jesus of the healing Spirit, free us to another way!

Through our nation's pent frustration, through the corridors of
stress, may there move a kinder wisdom that all may feel and all
may bless.

Let the voice of justice speak.

Honor those whose loving spirit nurses hope, restores, and heals.
Like the Christ who comes and kneels, in tending the mending may
we see the right and fair in our common quest for wholeness.
Heal each other by our care.

LORD’S PRAYER Unison
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

ANTHEM Chancel Choir
Eva Atha, Director

SERMON Matthew 22:1-14. Rev. Kelly Martin

THE CHURCH CELEBRATES HOLY COMMUNION

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Responsively

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.



We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing,

always and everywhere to give thanks to you,
Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
You have made from one every nation and people
to live on all the face of the earth.

And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in
the highest.

Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.

By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection

you gave birth to your Church,

delivered us from slavery to sin and death,

and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.

He commissioned us to be his witnesses to the ends of the earth
and to make disciples of all nations,

and today his family in all the world is joining at his holy table.

On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread,
gave thanks to you, broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and
said:

"Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you.

Do this in remembrance of me."

When the supper was over he took the cup,

gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said:

"Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,
we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving



as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ's offering for us,
as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,

and on these gifts of bread and wine.

Make them be for us the body and blood of Christ,

that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by his
blood.

Renew our communion with your Church throughout the world,
and strengthen it in every nation and among every people

to witness faithfully in your name.

By your Spirit make us one with Christ,

one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world,

until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly
banquet.

Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy
Church,
all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and for ever.

Amen.

RECEIVING THE BREAD AND CUP

Christ invites all God’s beloved to our Lord’s Table.
of ingredients for the bread and juice. For people who are immune
compromised, prepackaged communion elements are available. If
you have food allergies, please see the ushers for the list.
To receive the bread and cup, come down the center aisle. Then,
move to the chancel rail to partake. You may pray as long as the
Holy Spirit so moves. Leave your empty cup on the chancel rail.
Return to your seats down the side aisles, thanking and praising
God. If you need to receive from your seat, please tell an usher,
and we will bring the celebration to you.

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING

O God, we join with our sisters, brothers, and siblings around the
world in remembering Christ’s sacrifice for us. For the opportunity
to eat and drink together and for the life we have received, we give



you thanks and praise. In the abundance of your many gifts, grant
us grace to fill one another’s lives with love. Redeem, restore, and
remold us until we are made new. Transform our daily bread into
the bread of life, and the cup that we drink into the cup of
salvation. Amen.

HYMN OF DEDICATION UMH 144
This is My Father’s World

SERVICE OF LIGHT Acolytes
I am the lamp, and Jesus is the light. [ am the candle, and Jesus is
the flame.

BENEDICTION

Out of the darkness and into the light! Shine your light, for you are
the light of the world...

POSTLUDE Dan Martin

...and the worship continues.

LORD Jesus Christ, Who has taught us not to return evil for evil,
but to pray for those who hate us; help us by Your example to offer
a authentic prayer for those who have brought us harm. If we have
given offence or have done wrong, teach us to confess our
mistakes, that we may find the true path to reconciliation. Save us
from hatred and may the peace of God rule in all our hearts
forever. Amen.
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